the defenestrator

throwing power out the window ¢ issue 0 * late august

Defenesirator is a new Philly rag
intended to pull together the various
isolated groups cnj}individuok here in
Philly among the undogmatic anti-
quthoritarian left, a common stemping
ground for discussion, updates and news.

I this is to be succesfull, your
participation is necessary! Let us know
“nat's up! Send us info, fliers etc. Come
to our editorial meeting at the A-Space
7:30PM , September 1st. Do a crazy

action and document it so we can spread

the word. Write about the demo, your
personal struggle, tip us off on what the
cops are up to, calls for solidarity ... you

name it. If its relevant , it will be included.

This is about throwing power out the
window.

The Defenestrator

¢/o A-Space

4722 Baltimore. Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Defenestrate the Church and State!
After Jan Hus , a peasant preacher
whe spoke out against the wealth ,
corrupticn and hierarchical :
tendencies in the church , was burnt

at the stake vy the Council of Constanca in
1415, widaspread riots broke out in the streets of
Praque and sent shivers of faar through the German
g Yaclav ,

ncompetent cook alive on his o
monk while hunting and trying his own hand at
oobing oft peasant heads with an axe, provoked
‘urther large scale ricting after aiding several anti
Hussile priests back into positions of power. The
Czechs were furious and took up what was o
yecome somewnat of a Prague tradition. The crowd
ormed iown hall which was used a s a criminal
urt and prson , rounded up several of the most
spised Cathoiic councilors and threw them to
aaths out of the windows onto the pikes of the
ow: Prague's firs stration. Vaclav ,
o0 med in terror and fear . had a stroke and died
snartly atter the uprising. By now the Taborites had
~ckaed up where Hus' followers left off and widened
e hate . not just on the Church hierarchy. tut on
H ires of authority and privilege. Inspired by the
iaterosiration, they Set out across the countrysice
=aneily destroying church property and butchering

i

Years later , on May 23 . 1618 the two
ywemors Vitem Slavata of Chlum and Jaroslav
Soarta of Martinice were defenstrated along with
T sonal secretary out of the windows of the
w Castle into the meat below, this time by 4
> ot sver 100 nebles enraged by the appeiniment
¢ the notoriously ntolerant gathelic archaduke
Furinand 1o the throne. According to a
~cnt=mpcrary tistonan: “No mercy was granied
mem and they were teth thrown dressed in their
cioaxs with their rapiers ang decoraticn headfirst
sut of the westem window into a moat beneath the

~uuc2. They loudly screamed
ach, ach, oweh!*

Defenestration then is nothing what it could b2 NOw.
With cities capabie of producing buiidings well over
twenty times the heignt of Prague's castle and
mobs well exceeding the sizes of the Hussite mobs
who first introduced this sport. defenestration could
well become the main event the people's Olvmpics
of the future. With office buildings packed to the
heavens with business sleaze = eco rapists .
governers , bureaucrats, lawyers, pigs, varmin cf all
shapes and sizes., this could weil turn into a fun
ritual. Dernos breaking off irom the planned route
storming office buildings to defenestrate the culprts
instead of just whining atout them from the streets
below. Cut the window and ontc the streets | if the
imeact doesn't do them in, will ths people who
catch him ? Remember Mussolini ?
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So the_re WE WETE in a van on our way
back from Homestead 97 all of us in various
stages cf inspiration irom what had or hadn't
transpired over the weekand. Lots of talk about
what was good and what =ould have beg
bettar. Tan or so West Phily anarchs in one car
for hours. we shot around some ideas ranging
from that we don't fuck snit up nearly as much as
we reallly ougnt to, to starting up another Phiily
anarchist paper to getting together an
emergency response network in times of crisis,
getting ourselves mobilized. doing more actions,
improving miserable demonstrations. We'd
talked about . and almost made concrete plans
to Get an anarchist drumming contingent
togetier 10 3w seme of these yawns ing we
frequent scime ‘ife. By the time we had gotten
hack home. ! felt we had initiated a spark to liven
up Phiily’s sleepy anarchists again.
But that was 'veeks age and attempts at getting
people together to talk about the ideas which
had transpired in the crowded van were met with
less than optimail enthusiasm. Attempts to
organize an anarchist block at the anticipated
‘huge’ Mumia demo was antirely ignored and
cther post Homestead-return-nide talk about any
of the exciting talk hasn t dilated many pupils
either. Philly needs a kick in the ass. There's lots
geing on in terms of goed projects and people.
Just there's this damn sleepiness that probably
comes with the routine that sets when thesa

projects learn their rhythm. That consistent
rhythm of the A-Space calendar ticking away.
But while good , important , fun political stu'f
does transpire within the A-Space and
occasionaily on the street, there is a good deal
of activism that is riddled with a terribiy alienating
and demoralizing level of classroom style
poredom, which is | to understate drastically ,
not for averyone. it's also damn insuiar , this
scene. | think we can alienate or bore pecple out
of a potentially interesting scene / movement by
keeping exclusive and insular as it is now around
with what we've got going at the A-Space et ai.
or we can introduce some elements to offset the
(sometimes necessary) doredoms we subject
ourselves to (at meetings and prediciable .
threat free demoes) and make being politically
active an interssting prospect for others with
jowe ing threshoids. So. via my ewn personal
subjective filter , 1'll bounce dack some of these
ideas that came out on this van ride through
beautiful News Jersay. ;
"« There was the Philly Anarchist paper , the first
issue of which vou heid in your hand. My vision is
that this becomes sort of an open forum for West
Philly anarchists and other non-degmatic ieitists
and as a sort of central meeting point for the
anarchist scene. A referral point when it comes
to finding out what's besn geing on araund Phiily
and listings of radical events and happenings.
Alot of projects in Philly happen parallel without
harcly ever intersecting. | would te haopy if
more people wouid cross paths. It only makes us
stronger. With this paper | would e overjoyed if
it became a community effert, that it would keep
coming out when i take off or i get too busy doing
something else. So please voiuntesr and heip
out, contribute!

a [t would be damn nice if we could make a strong
anarchist presence at demos. A drum contingent
we ssemed to agres would fiven up things
considerably for everyone. The drums are
around. Some drummer should probably take the
initiative to get this together.

« \When serious shit gogs down in Philly. we
anarchists should have our own ways of
organizing. We shouldn't wait around for sther
peao!s to do it. Philly streets should nct be quiet
aftar police murders. executions or cther
uniorgivable atrocities committed against
people. This showid go without saying.

« Punks! Despite some people’s attempts to cure
themselves of all associations with punkness in
favor of becoming respectable activists, thers is

fio reascn why the punk scene should not put
thieir pelitics into action.

* Be Prepared! We could work some things out
ahsad of time. Agree on time and place for
emergency demonstrations. Get together
ermergency phone lists when and in case

50 iething goes down. Know baforenand about
iawyers! 3e a step ahead of the world, so when
something happens, we can act fast.
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» Locai issues if cniy there were more suppert for
all these small things going on in Philly... Wsll
nera's the first step, | think. It seems hell of a lot
of pecple just don't know what the hell is
nanganing. Of course the information'is out there
ot all that accessible to the more lazy

s. The purpose of this newsthingy is to
ensourage (critical) solidarity.

» Philly anarchists don't fuck shit up encugh.
Cement those toilets | fax those thanocrats. get
nut those slingshots, hack those ATMs , glue
those locks | walk that pissbucket down to center
city bank monolith sewer pit. Organize with your
friends .don't tell stories, be smart abcut who
you taik tc and what you say, and don't forget
the heaiing properties of adrenaline!

» Curing Homestead 97 in 8oston, the IWW

ed to mobiliza the ‘atent mob listening to
ikers over a Food Net Bombs meal to picket
union busting Borders Books. Befors long we
had ruckus percussion, Bru
lamppoests, dancing . conf ord
shoppers, the whole block chalked up with anti-
Borderisms, net a typical WW picket, but wno
knows . it could be. | think we ail agreed that this
$ort of spontaneous craziness waould be nice o
see glsewhere and more often.

SDES

There was more, I'm sure, but for now I'il leave it
at that. For this rag tc be successful, it neecs
lots of input. i'd like to see critical articles,
documented actions, hear about what your
group is up to, advice sic. Asfaras 'm
concerned I'm open to democratizing this sffort
as far as possisie. So cammunicate and
reciprocaie!

NO WAR

BETWEEN NATIONS

news from philly

The A-Space , cccording fo collective
members , is in bad shape where -
motivational energy is concerned. Co=s
is not being mads, cecple are neglec =
io fier or atherwise hype their events.
rant is five menths behind and mercle

ms ic he on the low side. New

W

collective mambers are being scught oot

ee
who can iniect some anergy or

B-CoH My ek i

anthusiasm info reviving this spcce or
o} ofese il el ~

many possibilities. Call the A-Space ar

724-1449 or show un ct an A-Space

: g ps .
Collective meeting which tend ¢ huprea
second Monday cf the month [thet weuid

ke september 8th 7.

Philly Squatters Aid met for the first #m2
Wed

last Wednesday. Philly happens to be
one of the few places in the US whers
squatting is tolercted and widesprecc
and aven though it's been geing en ic-
some lime with anarcho fvpes, there

hmsn't been much of a supcort netwer< o

profect the houses we 2 get so fer.
Among future Squatter's Aid projects e
talked about compiling information on
which empty houses are out therz anc
what their standing may be; getting
together legal information on wiat rig=:s
we have as squatters regardirg the
intrusion into cur lives by the ;
and law cbusing fucker: cut -
gathering supplies an2 mataric:
we need to prepare for winter =n

newly squaited houses; there wzs telk of

raising money and talk of bigger acticrs.
it you're hemeless . went to scuct, you
squat already or you went 'o show yeur
solidarity with us show up at Squirrel
Squat on 4818 Baitimore Ave. |
Wedrasdays ot SPM. Bring by locations
of & ply houses you've bsen checking
\l

™
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Pecple suffering Wooden Shas
withdrawal, may find comfert in the
recent efforts to bring this well of
information and activity back to life. Arer
a period of relative inactivity, Shoe
ccﬁecrive members seem to have gotlten
up the energy and are at this very
moment roaming the streets of

Philthadelphia in secrch of a new

iccation. So far the focus seems o be of

a
e
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g
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the Via Bicycle storefront in center city
and a well placed but probiem riddled
besement on South Street. Reliabie
sources have told the defenestrator that
deadlines have been set and the peoo?e 3
of Phifly wiil once again have a radical
bookstore of their own before winter!

The Kensington Weifare

Rights Unicn Tne Kensington
Welfare Rights Union (K¥/RU) is a multi-
racial organization of, by, and for poor and
homeless people. KWRU is a chapter cf .the
National Welfare Rights Union Sta‘rn‘.ed in
1991 basad in the Kensington section of
North Philadelphia, and run with virtually no
funding, the KWRU brings pocr pecple
tnoether to fight for their survival. KWRlU is
':u":éd%ng leaders in the fight 10 end_poveny
while helging pcor peopl2 meet ;helr day-to-
day survivai nesds. i NRU fights for
offordable housing, neaithcars, and jobs ata
livable wage. KWRU recently wall ed.1 40+
miles from Philadelphia to Harrisburd on a
March for Our Lives and set up tent cities
called Ridgeville at the State capital zlz.nd in
North Philadelphia to pretest \egtslaqv_e
gtacks on poor pecole. The MOVEMent!s

e ~AAipy
growing LAy,

Kensington Welfare Rights Union PO Box
50678 Philadelphia, PA 19132-3720
215.763.4584

The Underground Railroad
Prpjact over 150 years ago enslaved

{ten million people homeless? forty million
pecple without healthcare? sixty million
people poor (one in four Americans)?

What's going on in ocur society today?
We are facing historic changes in the
economy. Hundreds of thousands of geople
are losing jobs as companies downsize. Tne
income gap between the wealthy few and the
rest of us is growing day by day. Poor people
and poor communities are increadingly under
attack. The safety net. in piace for sixty
years. is being destroyed as we wateh.
Welfare and healthcare cuts are making is
harder and harder for people to survive. Job
instability is threatening us all. For the first
time since the Great Geprassion. the
gereraticn coming up nc:wv faces a dieaxer
future than its parents. We are all facing an
uncertain futurs.

What should be done? it's time to come
tcgether to build a mevement to create real
change. "We know that change is possible-- a



long, hard struggle for justice has taught us
that. Support the work on the Kensington
Welfare Rights Union to bring everyone ‘up
and out of poverty now!" Join the
Underground Railroad project to help move
people from homelessness to homes, and to

build @ movement to end poverty once and for
all.

THE HUMAN RIGHTS

DOCUMENTATION PROJECT

Itis critical that the stories of poor people
struggling to survive every day against
incredible odds be told. These cuts and the
conditions we are forced to live in are
inhumane and need to be documented and
exposed for what they are: violations of some

of our most basic human rights. The
Kensington Welfare Rights Union and the
Poor People's Embassy, a project initiated by
the KWRU, are collecting evidence of human
rights abuses across the country. With this
eviderice, we want to tell the world what is
happening to'us. On July 1, at the end of the
March For Our Lives, this evidence will be
presented before the United Nations and the
world community. Then in October, we will
return with further documentation of the
effects of the welfare cuts to officially
present our grievances, on behalf of all poor
people, to the United Nations.

A CALL FOR TESTIMONY To make this
project effective and to tell our story to the
world, we need your help in documenting the
effects of the welfare cuts on people in your
community. Please send us newspaper
articles, photographs, video footage,
personal stories, testimony and any other
materials which document human rights
violations resulting from welfare and medical
cuts. Such violations include:

“becoming homeless.

*injury or death from being cut off welfare,
food stamps, medical care or SSI

“teing forced to take a job below minimum
wage

“being forced to work in unsafe conditions

*being forced to live with an abuser because
of lack of resources

*suicide resulting from stress of being cut
off welfare

*house fires or collapses due to fandlord or
city neglect, or not being able to pay for
repairs

“injury or death from not having heat or
ventilation

“injury. mental heafth problems or death
because of lack of food, housing, utilities,
child care or medical care These conditions
are human rights violations and we must
record them and tell the world what is
happening to us. Call us for a Human Rights

Documentation packet or if you're interested
in being interviewed. Please send any stories,
articles, photographs, etc. to:

Kensington Welfare Rights Union PO Box
50678 Philadelphia, PA 13143 215/763-
4584 xwru@libertynet.org

THE KWRU AND THE POOR PEQPLE'S
EMBASSY The Kensington Welfare Rights
Union (KWRUY) is an organization of poor and
homeless women, men and children of all races
struggling to end poverty. We fight to meet
the basic needs of poor psople in Pennsylvania
and to build a movement to end poverty which
is led by poor and homeless people and
involves people from all valks of life. KWRU
is @ member of the Natioral ‘Velfare Rights
Union and an affiliate of the National Union of
Hospital and Healthcare Employees,
AFSCME, AFL-CI0. KWRU is an affiliate of
the Labor Party. In the fail of 1996, the
Kensington Welfare Rigtits Union established
the Poor Peaple's Embassy. This historic
Embassy represents poor people throughout
Pennsylvania and the United States. The
mission of this historic Embassy is to
represent poor people at the legislature.
cocument human rights abuses against poor
people and serve as a meaas for poor people
to speak for themselves ard be represented
in the national and intermational community.
"Everyone has the right to a standard of
living adequate for the health and well-being
of himseif and his family. including food,
housing and medical care..." (Article 25;
Universal Declaration)
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Philadelphia Freedom Summer
little more about &
rearranged our Su
e most significan
fifetimes - to change € & 5
the authorities that there is sti

ornia, for

7. We knew
ach other than that we had all
mmer plans to work on one of
t political battles of our

the climate of thy_, show
a determined

moverment fighting for pMumia's freedom and that

we are growing.

July 5th for numia, this
Th’e march callged by the
d Family and Er\ends cf

At the demonstration
necame crystal clear.-
International Concerne

Mumia Abu-Jamal stopped at every intersection.
Our signs of "HONK FOR MUMIA" were met by
achorus of horns from bus-drivers, cabbies, kids
and adults of all nationalities. Some people
circled the block to get the chance to show their
support again or slowed down intentionally to tie
up traffic. If at any point we looked behind us,
we would see people seriously checking out our
literature, and some people even joined in the
marcn. Qver a meal at the end of the day, we all
reflected on our stay in Philly. We had been
inside Judge Sabo's courtroom, all over the city,
featured in the City Paper as "Mumia's Kids',
through many workshops which taught us more
about organizing, and even planned our own
demenstration on behalf of the MOVE 9 political
prisoners. People's spirits were high as they told
of how much they had learned, how amazed they
were by the response of the people of Philly,

and ideas of where we could go from here.

Everywhere we have been -- all over Philly,
deep in the west, up in Germantown, Canter
Gity, South Street, whare ever we have been --
the people have baen ready for us.

There's a big fie that this government pushes on
us -- that pecple don't care about Mumia. That
the peopie of Philly are tired of hearing about
him. that the only people who care are out of
town-cult-fringe-radicals who are hated by
everyone in Philly. Well, we went out almost
everyday in teams all over the city with posters,
stickers, banners, info and open ears for the
people of Phiily. And the people fove Mumiat
Once we were just trying to o to the train and a
coupie of youth saw our Mumia poster and held it
up over their heads shouting "Free Mumia
Now!!" at a smail crowd accumulating on the
spot. "Praise be to Allah!” met our ears as
donations met our hands and people left with
posters of their own. Small business owners icok
stacks of leaflets to help handout -- vendors took
posters to resell -- and Mumia's face appearad
on stickers in the windows of supnortive skops.

We didn't have to prompt people to get them to
open up o us or to take a leaflet. We handed
out thousards and never saw them on the ground
hehind us. People who didn't want leaflats 2t

first ran after us to get them once they realized
what they were about. Other people who
remembered the Philly Freedom Summers of the
past two years remarked, 'l just started seeing
Mumia's face all over town on posters. | figured
Philly Freedom Summer must be on again.”

The people of Philly really, truly love Mumia.
And that love goes deep. And it is widespread.
And its more than it was even two vears ago. In
the last two summers that we have worked in
Philly, never has the response been this
incredible and welcoming.

One thing that our National Secretary Robert
Rockwell has said before is that they still want to
Kill Mumia and its going take more to stop them
this time than it did in '95. That although we made.
alot of advances and learned a lot, so did the
other side, and we're going to have to go further
this time.
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Well. that's not really the easiest thing to
understand -- and it is also easy to wonder
whether or not we really learned that much. The
two weeks we spent in Philly have demonstrated
to us how much we have learned. That we are in
a much stronger place to move forward from --
that we can build a movement even more
powerful than that in '85. We need to go forward
and make Mumia's struggle a major question
hotly debated in every realm of society. But we
are capable, and the love of the people is deep
andis a force to contend with when it is fully
unleashed.

We also got @ much better understanding of the
stakes involved in Mumia's case. Many of 13 gct
involved in this battle purely on a basis of how
unfairly Mumia has been treated. But as we nave
gottan a bigger picture of now the cops
courts frame up thousancs of pespis. .
to reexamine what it is that makes Mumia s case
so significant within all of these others. As R&R!
has said before, Mumia s case wili "Affect the
poiitical climate for years to come. The case of
Mumia Abu-Jamal concentrates the
criminalization of Black men, the suppression of
dissent, the expanded death penalty, the gutting
of defendants rights, and a whole political
atmosphere based on blame and punishment of
the most oppressed.”

. We needeC

No one left Philly the same person they came as.
Upon leaving Sabo's courtroom, one 17 year old
remarked that he never raally thcught the court
systam was ‘all that', but he had no idaa how
tlatant it could be. with Judge Sabo denying
every request of the defense and granting svery
objection of the prosecution. At one peint Sabo
even jumped up, shouting to Mumia's lawvers,
"When | start talking, you shut up!" Everyone's
picture of the courts, even if we already were
skeptical. feapt tc a whale new level of sutrage.
All the volunteers stepped forward in vy
exciting ways, whether it was chairing their first

meeting, writing a repert on our work, taking the B U re O U C rO Cy

builhorn and speaking, or geing cutand

;Vég‘siseflﬂg and learning from the love of the Of De OTh
7/31/97 by Mumia Abu-

Itis with this deepened acoraciation of the |
stakes, and with the ins Jamal

love the people have sho .;.r

can win this. And we ha
generation who raally isn't lo 2 As a general rule, a man is undone by waiting for
stepping forward more and mora =ach 42, ~zpital punishment well before ne dies. Two
. ) czaths areinflicted on him, the first being worse
Onion responds: . ‘ran the second, whereas ne killed but ognce.
As a co-organizer O TS 5 = Compared to sich torture, the penalty of
Freedom Summer INere < = = = -ztallation seem: like a civilized law. It never
'd like to touch on. As this arics siaimed thata man who gouged out one of his
reflects a good deal of the proiciag ’::J:her‘s eyes should he totally blinded" —Albert
atituce at meetings, tha ariciz s 2 -amus Resistance. Rebellion, and Death (1969)
Good piace to start. The article . liks
much of the talk at meetings 2nd —2ath Row, for most Amiericans is more than a
speeches at the demos takes on i “zaity most do not knew. 1t is a reality that most
super-enthusiastic slant with lit'e 12 7o S0 tWaIt 1o know:
bearing in reality. The hours spent on
the streets talking to peopiz outtng 1 'sthus.anab a phrase that is used in
up posters. handing out fliers =ic. n Sceech. D gnored in real life. It
hopes of turning out a huge craws o £2 0, s inhabitants seen as
the "big’ Mumia demo on the 5th ma s.ohu L, ana pernaps monsters at
have had its up moments , but these oS futy it is to die, preferably quietly.
masses, this “movement” the Fresgom . _ o
Summer kids are talking about is in Te be more precise, their jot is not to simply
shambles. The 10.000 of 19955 /g die’, but to be killed by state officials who are
demonstration dwindled down to a / treined and paid well to do the killing.

trickle of some 0C of the core
activists. | really don't see where all
this talk about a growing movement 's
comirg from. | feel damn cynical saving
this in response to a:f this buobiy
excitemert , but in reality it's suffering
terribly. Trus has got to be faced and
dealt with. The movement is NCT
growing. No reason to be Ca*:a13
but a good reason to lock
things o do. Increase th
there aren't thousands of us , ws
to develoo wavs ¢f making cur
oressure more eifective.

American Un*iversny Scholar Robert Johnson
writes in his newest book Deathwork: A Study of
the Modern Execution Process (Beiment, CA:
“wacsworth Publ..1998) that the American Way
¢ of geath is unintentional and premeditatad
rortura. the purpose of which is to drive those on
death row to a dubious relief in death. This drive
tg death. Johnson argues. is the objective of
avery facet of the prison system. which seeks to
maximize isclation of the condemned. from family,
from cemmunity. from the prison population. from
other death row prisoners, and finaily from his

yary self. » .
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Citing the length and nature of death row
incarcerations, the isolation regimes, and the
ever present specter of death, Prof. Johnson
finds it is torture, and as such, “inherently wrong,"
The goal of torture is never justice; torture seeks
the destruction of the person, not his
punishment...condemned criminals are not
tortured because this is what they deserve.

They are tortured because the destruction of
their person is useful to their (State) torturers. It
is the goal of destruction of the person that
distinguishes torture from punishment and renders
it gratuitous and hence immoral. {p.219)

Turning to the area of international law,
Professor Johnson found the US in current and
constant violaticn of UN Accords and Treaties.

More enlightened human rights law is emerging
from places like Jamaica, Zimbabwe, and Britain's
Privy Council.

As long ago as 1989, in the Sovering case, the
European Court of Human Rights outlawed
extradition of a person to the US to face a
capital prosecution, as conditions on US Death
Rows, and the wait for death, constituted
‘inhuman and degrading punishment" in violation
of Art. 3 of the Eurcpean Convention on Human
Rights.

In the 1993 Pratt (Jamaica) case, and in a May
1993 decision of the Zimbabwe Supreme Court
similar rulings were rendered, finding five (5)
years on Death Row a violation of similar 'cruel’
Articles of International Law.

Prof. Johnson does not (surprisingly) address the
June 1996 report of the International Commission
of Jurists, which demanstrates how the US signed
but routinely violates Article 7 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which
states, in part:

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

It's good enough for the European Community,
for Jamaica, and Zimbabwe, it seems; but in the
United States of America, it means nothing.

Nothing at all. ©MAJ

Atlantic Anarchist Circle
Spreading Its Wings

The Atlantic Anarchist Circle is growing and is de-
veloping contacts and cooperation in our region. We
have had enthusiastic responses in the local meetings
(listed below) over the past few months. We have
cooperated with groups such as the Anarchist Forum/
Libertarian Book Club. The Speakers Bureau is begin-
ning to show good results. We arranged a speaking
tour for James Creedon of the Northampton, MA, Revo-
lutionary Anarchist Youth (R.A.Y.). James spoke in Phila-
delphia, Baltimore, New York, and Red Bank, New Jer-
sey. Working groups for a variety of activities ure shup-
ing up and we have room for more volunteers.

For the past year, the Atluntic Anarchist Circle has
been meeting in New York once 4 month. We have a
social hour from noon to 1:00pm, after which we hold
a discussion on a specific subject, followed by a busi-
ness meeting. We've been meeting at 339 Lafayette
Street, Manhattan (near Bleeker Street). For further
information on New York meetings, call Sidney or Clara
at (718) 275-3238, Peter at (718) 622-7522, or Bob (718)
882-3689. Newcomers are always welcome. Vagabond
meetings, which have been held on the third Saturday
of every month, have brought the AAC to Philadelphiu,
Worcester, Baltimore, Morthampton, and Albany.

In early May, Michael Caplan organized an e-mail
list for the Atlantic Anarchist Circle. To subscribe send
a2 message to! majordomo@tao.ca with the command
in the body: “subscribe aac.” You will receive an auto-
mated message buck asking you to confirm your sub-
scription.

If you are not yet on the AAC mailing list, send your
name and address to PO Box 42531, Philadelphia, PA
19101. The mailing list is used to distribute this news-
letter and inform people of upcoming meetings and
events.

- —
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INOUSTRIAL WORKERS OF THE WORLD

PHRICADELPHIL GENERAL WEMBERSHEIP BRANCH

A Fighting and Democratic Union

Workers invented unions to protect themselves and to improve their conditions. Since 1903, =2 IWW
(commonly known as “the Wobblies”) has remained true to these purposes. We have a proud history cf brezxing down
racial, ethnic, and gender boundaries and encouraging solidarity among all of the working class. l\\\/\ ::ruggles have

inspired the labor movement to this day with our umomplommng attitude when we are faced with inju

The power of our union is in the hands ol the members themselves. The voice afan [WW- orm*:ez workplace
comes [rom the shop lecr. not from bureaucrats living high olf the hog on the dues of r.u,.\-nnc!-hle mem=2rs. Our local
2 required to h

branches and indusirial unions supply experience, real solidas 5 and any othe iz our fellow
workers negotiate contracts, file grievances, and create a lively. effective unton. Dues for the IWAW are slici= z scale
[rom $5 to $15 per moxth. More importantly, IWW dues are collected right from our members, not taken out =7 their
paychecks. To us, this is 2 way to guarantee that there is nevera co

nilict of interest by 1 ; the union depenc=aton
bosses [or supplying dues

What our branch is up to lately...

The IWW Philacelphia General Membership Branch has been organizi ovees ol
in Drums, Pennsylvaria (near Wilkes-Barre.) The Job Corps recruits young people aged 16-24 who are in: ,
a GED, or receiving a college de"lee Largely (rom blue collar backgrounds or of lesser PII\I[@UC than thesz that can aflord to go to costly
higher educational inziituiions, these young people wrn to Job Corps in an cllort to secure lbd[er ire fc- themselves. When they arrive at
the Job Corps Center, recruits often {ind that they have been lied to about cenditions, are subjected to harst: -zstrictions on leaving the campus
or expressing their civil rights, and can even be neUIecLe(. by the infirmary staff to the ‘Jcir' ofendangering :=2ir lives. The Job Corps is [unded
by the US Department of Labor and managed by private companies. The company which 1 he Tevsione Center, Manazement and
Training Corporation (MTC), also manages pmamed prisons. MTC has taken harsh measures to stop thz TWW drive by confiscating union’
materials, harassing supporters of the drive, and even vindictively [iring an organizer. \ve've put together an activist inlormation kit on our

campaign at Keystone job Corps Center and there are a lot of ways to help.

Check Us Out!

QOur branch meets on iz third Wednesday of every mont: at the A Space, 4722 Baltimore Avenuz. in West Philadelphia
1o discuss our current campaigns and plan solidarity actions. We aiso sponsor a video n1ght once a mont at A Space. ([
you're interested in ioining the union, talking about how to or«;;‘miTe your \\'ﬁrk;ﬂag; or have nav questic s related to

Job training, getting

ays call us for mare i iormation.

your rights at your wavkplace. you can 2

Telephone: 215-724-1925 E-mail: phillyiww@iww.org
Address: 4722 Baltimore Avenve, Phila., PA 19143

Rising up phoenix-like from the ashes...

Wooden Shoe Books & Records was located in the basement of On February 12, 1997 - Ash Wednesday - Wooden Shoe Boolfs was to-
112 South 20th Street in Center City Philadelphia for nearly twenty-one tally destroyed by an electrical fire. The four ‘alarm bla;e Ieft little more
years. Established in 1976, the Wooden Shoe began as a labor move- than charred books and warped records once it was extinguished around
ment bookstore. Its name was derived from the early period of the 10:00am. The water-damaged remains of Wooden Shoe’s formidable
industrial revolution, when French workers who were forced to spend radical inventory were salvaged by WS collective members and donated
agonizingly long hours at work took to jamming their wooden shoes, or to Philadelphia’s books to prisoners program. Friends of the Wooden
sabots, in.the gears of machines to stop production. Shoe have resolved to build a new, larger bookstore, and need your help.

Wooden Shoe is hoping to reopen by November! Keep an eye out for announcements!
Call Apr|I at 474-6459 box #S or e- mall alexls@netaxs com for detalls‘ ‘
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ZERO-CUT ON THE ALLEGRENY

I1's TIME TO STOP LOGGING ON PUBLIC LANDS

Join the movement to end the Century of Chainsaws

June 4, 1997, marked the
100 year anniversary of the "Or-
ganic Act," a logging rider that
opened up our National Forests
to the Century of Chainsaws.
Before the Organic Act our Na-
tional Forests were a reserve
system free from logging, min-
ing. grazing, and all other forms
of exploitation.

The Allegheny National
Forest, like most other forests.
was created with the purpose of
protecting our watersheds and
our woods. With the logging at
the turn of the century nearly the
entire Allegheny region was
cleared. The result was massive
flooding and "forest” fires. The
need for some sort of protection
was evident.

In 1922, that protection
came in the form of the Meeks
Act, and for years the Forest
Service nursed the Allegheny

dustries, Georgia-Pacific.
MacMillan Bloedel, Interna-
tional Paper, Weyerhaeuser.
Bradford Forest Products (a
multinational hardwood ex-
porter’, and General Electric
have all introduced large-scale
forest-eating technologies into
our economues.

Our forests and local saw-
mills are going to pay the price
for this abuse. The industry in-
vasion has seen 15 years of life
in the south and the results are
startling. Thousands upon thou-
sands of acres have been
clearcut and turned into planta-
tions. Mostof this damage hap-
pened in a matter of only 15 to
20 years.

We can't hesitate to protect
our public forests. The Allegh-
eny provides our greatest op-
portunities for immediate forest
protection from these large-

'5 UPPORT L ERO- Cfufﬂﬁ{

Help Protect the Allegheny National
Forest. Become a member and/or sup-
porter of the Allegheny Defense Project
(ADP). Supporting the ADP is putting
your energy behind the grassroots move-
ment that's not going to buy into corporate
propaganda and false promises. The pur-
pose of this initiative is {o give our public
forests the best protection they can have.
We thank you for you support no matter
how it comes (in energy, time, or money).
Keep the Allegheny Wild!

Name:

Address:

Phonz

email:

Because we understand different income
lesels, the ariount of the suoscription 1S

scale forest threats. Besides all what you can persor:aliy afford

back to health, mostly by leav-

ing it alone. Forest is a giant at risk. that, the Allegheny possibly g & scpsad
But as the forests of the Al- Today there are many distinct possibilities of what ~ provides some of the most key
S 2 . P ] A =) 4 e 2 Allegheny Depemse Project
legheny reach maturity. demand  can happen to our public forest. Our dream is a public  roles in providing wildlife habi- PO Box 245

Clarion, PA 16214
(814) 226-4913
adp@envirolink-org

for our forests has increased. land free from exploitation and greed. Our dreamisa tat through the restoration of
This increased demand has led  forest which can thrive and return to primary ecologi- ecological reserves across the
cal conditions. landscape.

clearcutting. However. this Currently. recreation is the leading industry on the Give the Allegheny one last
time they are using chainsaws, Allegheny National Forest. But the budget for recre-  chance. Join the movement to-
skidders, trucks and chip mills ation continues to be cut while politicians keep throw-  day and hetp STOP the destruc-
instead of horses. railroads and  ing more money into bringing in large-scale chip and  tion of our public woods! Sup-
axes. The Allegheny National glue industries. Over the last 15 years. Willamette [n-  port Zero-Cut.
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to a return of large scale |
C\‘lake checks payable to the Allegheny Defense PT‘OJKL

Here ENp LoGGING ON PuBLiC LANDS

« Write letters in support of the National Forest Protection and Restora-
tion Act. Write your local representatives and tell them to vote for the
act that will end logging on public lands!

ALLEGHENY NATIONAL FOREST
DEFENDERS GATHERING

September 1 9 21 The Allegheny National Forest is

« Write the Allegheny Forest Service and send them a message (0 STOP
logging on public lands. Write to:
John Palmer, Forest Supeniser
Allegheny National Ferest
PO. Box 847
Warren, PA 16365
(814) 723-5150

Pennsylvania's only national forest cov-

cring over 500.000 acres of piateau for-
est. The Allegheny is public land that be-
longs to you.

The Allegheny Defense Project (ADP)

) 3 . i i a i Project (ADP). Contact us,
will be hosting a special forest activist Get involved with the Allegheny Defense Project .

obtain a free sample copy of our newsletter and learn the many ways in
which you can directly help work to end the destruction of the Allegh-

eny National Forest. Write to:
Allegheny Defense Project

gathering and training this fall. The week-
end will include skills workshops and

field trainings in forest protection. wild-

life/plant identification. ficld monitoring. P.O. Box 245
tree climbing. local organizing, and ba- Clarion, PA 16214
(814) 226-1918

i : =
sic camping skitls! adp@envirohnk.org

In essence, this is a cail to all activists

+ Join the ADP by filling out the form to the right and sending it in! This

(people) who wish to defend the Allegh- : :
helps keep us ADP folks active and effective.

The US Forest Service has cut over
45,000 acres of the Allegheny National
Forest since 1990. They continue to log

eny National Forest. The weekend will
« Create and educate on your own. Tell all your friends about Zero- Cut,
forest destruction (and beauty), and how they can help do something
about it all. Keep the pressure on and the movement alive!

involve forest hikes, moonlight hikes.

clearcut hikes. friendly discourse, and it -
3 £ will be specially structured to facilitate |
our national forest under the guise of

"forest health." It's time to STOP the

roups working towards Zero-Cut:
Protect Our Public Lands

developing a network that will effectively :
defend our woods.

- Contact and support the following g

2 . Heartwood John Muir Project
destruction of our Public Lands! A i Tk e P.O. Box 1424 30 North Raymond Ave. PO. Box 2543
at(814) 2264918 oradp@envirolink.org. Bloomington. [N 47402 Suite 514 Eugene, OR 97402
(812) 337-8898 Pasadena, CA 91103 (541) 461-8733

(818) 792-0109
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http:mbnk.org
mailto:adp@envirolink.org

Evictions in
Berliin

On July 29 some 500 poiice evicted 3 squatted
nouses in East Beriin. At around 6:30 AM , while
most squatters wherz ctill i 2222 zlgep, police
simultaneously began their attack against the 3
nouses, dropping off anti-terrorist "S.E.K." units
armed with machine guns on roofs via helicopter.
Most squatters were released after going
through ID checks, 5 people were held by police,
3 of whom under the curse of not having a
German passport. Shortly after the evictions the
houses were seaied up in order to prevent them
from being resquatted. The entire Friedrichshain
neighborhood once again became occupied
territory as has happened previousiy aftar scuat
gvictions, with many civil rights being suspended.
Palice on virtually every corner of the
neighborhood harassing the locals with 1D checks
and arresting the odd person for in station 1D
checks. During the afternoon , a number of small
street biockades took place. followed by a demo
that night. Arcund 300 people made their way
from Frankfurter Tor near the evicted houses on
Scharnweberstr. and Rigagrstr. 80. and made its
way to Pfarrstr. where the 3rd evicted house
stnrd, At the end of the demo coos started to
niovoKe the crowa and arresteg sevarai people.
After Lig Jemo fhars wers several scditional
ciashes with {he cccupying colice army during
which they arrested some more people. Later on
that night 2 houses were resquattzd . Cne a
previously squatted house on Kreutzigerstr.
which had been the neighborhoods radical heart.
When cops turned up to evict with water tank
they were met with stones and firebombs but
managed to evict quickly anyhow. 3 cops were
injured according to newspapers. Later that night
another house was re-squatted on
Kastanienallee. Police evicted immediately.

The evicticn of Rigaer 80 it turned out later in the
day, was ca:ried out illegaily without eviction
papers and aithough police and construction
workers managed to loot the house for
belongings and throw the rest (including stereos
and furniture) out the windows, the occupants
were ailowed back in looking at possible
reimbursement for damages.

Later on in the week about 20 masked people
laid waste to a shopping center and several
banks in Neukolin in West Beriin. 2 people
arrested in the area suspected by cops to be in
connection with the Friedrichsnain squatting
scene , were later released because of lack of
evidence. Next day police raided a formerly
squatted house on Liebigstr. in Friedsichshain
locking for evidence in connection with the

“Defenestrator
worll 1ew

Neukolin rioting, but left finding nothing but an
expired passport.

The evictions happening now in Berlin look a lot
like the dismal end of what was once a strong
militant movement. Ex-General and now senator
Schonbohm has sworn to rid 3eriin of ail squatted
houses by next year in preparation for becoming
Germany's capital in the year 2600. Over the last
few years , Schonbohm has used his miiitary
tactics to evict hundreds of people from squatted
land , houses and apartments in Berlin. Berlin
once had over 120 squatted houses. Now they
can be counted on one hand. Space is gatting
tight and the scene has lost mest of its aitsrnative
spaces such as pubs, cafes, child cars canters ,
children's playgrounds, living co-ops and other
free spaces and institutions that made the
revolutionary scene n Eeriin a viable
environment to live. Most people forced out of
their homes by these evictions really have no
were else to go and assimilating into rent paying
ruling culture is not an option.

clashes I
amsterdam

Amstardam Protesters Turn Violent: Anti-
Austerity Rally Aimed At EU Lzacers

Sunday, June 15, 1997; Page A25 The
Washington Post

AMSTERDAM. June 14 -- Protesters and pclice
clashed today as violence erupted at the end of
-a street march against the hardships arcught on
by Europe's quest for monetary union. Witnesses
said up to 150 of many thousands of
demonstrators smashed windows, overturned a
patrof car and pelted riot police with stones in
Amsterdam’s city center. They said some
demonstrators tried unsuccessfully to storm the
heavily guarded Dutch central bank. which will be
the site of a summit meeting of Eurocean Unicn
jeaders Mcnday and Tuesday. Earliar. between
35.000 and 50.000 people from across Europe
turned Amsterdam into a sea of red and slack.
marching to protest against austerity caused by
measures imposed in many states te try to qualify
for the European single currency. Pclice said one
man was arrested after the skirmishes and :hat
the situation quickiy returned to normai. Pelice
spokesman Klaas Wilting said 500 to 600 poiica
had teen on hand to control the crowd. which he
estimated at 50,000. Organizers of the European
Marches Against Unemployment. Poverty and
Social Exclusion said about 35,000 people
jammed the central Dam Square before marching
to send a message to European leaders due here
Sunday evening. "All the summit is going to talk

abeut is money,” said Lot van Baaren. one ot the
Dutch orsanizers. “These people are nere
barause they want a social Europe. . . . Oné that
puzs people back on the agenda.” Austerity
measures imposed in many states to try to qualify
for -he European single currency have caused
ths 3loc's jobless rate to rise and stoked popular
rassntment against the unicn. 8anners at the
marcn proclaimed No to the bosse_s of Europe,
N¢ to slave labor;" "Amsterdam -- listen to trle
yc c2 of the people;” and the simple legend "No
tc “he euro” in all the bloc’s languages.

-- Those who want information on what happened
with the train from Milan and the 150 comrades
that were arrested when they arrived in
Amsterdam, as well as on what is happening in
Arrsterdam, please check:

http://'wwye.contrast.org/guestbook/guestbock. ht
m

radio de Vrije Keyser 96.2 FM Amsterdam

80,000 Kurds In
Hamburg Call For
‘Peace Now!"

On Saturday, June 15, 1936. some 80,000 Kurds
from across Zurope rallied in Hamburg, Germany.
Thousands of demonstrators carriad flags of the
Kurdistan Workers Party (PXK) and the National
Ltberation Front of Kurdistan (ERNK), both of
which are banned in Germany. Marchers also
carried nuge pertraits of PKK leader Abdullah
Ccalan, also a punishable offence in Germany.
Unlike previous occasions. riot pelice did not
intervene and there were no arrests. (There was
a clash between Danish border guards and Kurds
at the Germany-Cenmark border, however,
when palice tried to stop some busses from
entering Germany.) The march and raly in
Hamburg was organized by the "Peace Now!"
coaltion of Greens. Socialists, and Kurdish
organizations in Germany. Demonsrators called
for an end to the dirty war in Kurdistan; an end to
arms shipments to Turkey; and the peaceful



coexistence of the Turkish and Kurdish peoples.
A taped address by PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan
was warmly welcomed by the crowd. In his

speech, Ocalan again called on the Turkish state
to enter into a political dialogue with the Kurds.
QOcalan also stressed that the unilateral PKK
cease-fire, announced in December 1985, was
still in effect, despite repeated brutal Turkish
army offences, including repeated incursions into
northern lraq.

Turkish Pa\'n_'aca\ Prisoners
On Hungersirike

Massive Protest Against Coffin Cells
1500 Prisaners On Hungerstrike In Turkey

The government in Turkey stepped up its attack
against the prisoners. Not so long ago, the fascist
government murdered 7 political prisorers in the
prisons of Buca and Umraniye. Now they are
preparing for new attacks. The relatives of the
prisoners are harassed and intimidated and ill -
treated at all visits they pay to their imprisoned
family members. The security forces of the
Turkish state attacked the relatives of the
prisoners in front of Bayrampasa-prison and they
arrested more than 150 people. They
shamelessly tortured them. People who tried to
visit their imprisoned relatives were mistreated,
regardless if they were kids or elderly people.
The police tried to prevent them from visiting
their relatives. The police forces are exceeding
their powers and they terrorise the people. The
latest attacks inside the prisons resulted in a lot
of wounded prisoners. They needed medical
treatment but did not recsive this, they were
consciously left to die. The same kind of practice
is exercised in the courts as well. Prisoners are
not allowed to attend their own court hearings or
they do not have enough knowledge about the
case against them. Even their counsels are not
iniormed. Political prisoners of several groups
decided to form a Central Prison Co-ordination.
Thus, the prisoners astablished their own central
organisaticn, acting for their own rights.
Recently, the Turkish media were filled with
blatant lies, speculations, and distorted news
coverage. It lcoked as if they were competing
against each other... Having pointed at the
prisons in their coverage, they collaborate in the
attacks of the fascist regime against the

nroviding a reason. thus ignoring their own
responsibility and their impartiality. They have to

stop their dishonourable behaviour and they must

stop their participation in these inhuman attacks.
Recently, Mehmet Agar, known murderer and
chief of the contra-guerrilla, now acting as
Minister of Justice, ordered the publication of a
notice, No. 360 18384, dated May 6, 1936. and

signed by Cemal Sahir Gurcay, General-Director
of Prisons: isolation cells - cells of death - were to

be opened in the prisons of Kirklareli, Kutahya,
Sakarya. Kastamonu, [nebolu, Sinop and

Eskisehir. People who were charged for political

ab

reasons in the State Security Gourts are now

sent into solitary confinement. After the isolation

-
—
-

cellls were opened in Eskisehir, 7 members of the
DHKP-C were sent there. After this, 80 other
prisoners. belonging to different political groups.
were sent there as well.

>F(om the unanimous decision of the Central
Priscn Co-ordination:

P Primg;i?y we demand the closure of these coffin
ce_lls Wiich constitute a new attack against the
priscners.

* Fur’thermqfe, the attacks against the relatives
and the families of the prisoners must be stopped.

* Prisoners who are wounded should receive
adequate medical treatment.

* T_'ne prisoners may not be prevented to attend
their own hearings. '

On the basis of above mentioned demands, a
hungerstrike has begun for a unlimited time. A
vast numebr of people, and especially the
relatives and the families of the prisoners are
supporting the resistance by the prisoners. The
latest notice by the Director-General is only one
o_f the many examples of the breaching of human
rights which make it necessary for us to support
the prisoners. We should let not let them down in
their justified resistance. We should not forget
that these attacks by the Turkish government are
attacks against humanity. Turkey has signed all
kinds of human rights conventions, but it doesn't
respect any. We should support the prisoners’
demands and their rights. We must stop the
attacks by the government. We call upon all
ceople for support in participation in the
Committees for Freedom of the Prisoners.

Freedom For The Political Prisoners - Abolish The
Coffin Cells! We Will Not Allow New Massacres!

The Prisoners Are Qur Honour, We Should Save

Oiir Honour
Committees For Freedom Of The Prisoners

(Source: DHKG information Bureau, Amsterdam
<ozgurluk@xs4all.nl>)

RADIKAL Update

On June 13 1996, exactly one year after
German federal police carried out a nation-wide
Series of raids and arrests against left-radicai
Projects and organizations, three persons
war_lteq in connection with the underground
periodical RADIKAL turned themselves in to
police in Bremen. Two women, Jutta W. and Ullj
E., were released the following day on 20,000
DM bail. Both must both report to police three
times each week and are prohibited from
contacting other persons involved in the
RADIKAL investigation. The third individual,
Frank G.. was ordered to remain in prison
because‘authorities claim he was also involved in
the publication of the latest issue of RADIKAL
(Nr.154). Four other persons arrested during the
June 1995 'raids were eventually released on bail
gﬁe_r_spendmg four months in prison. One other
individual is still on the run from authorities.
Lawyers for.the thres persons who just turned
themselves in to the police are ccunting on light
sentences for their defendants when the
RAD!KAL case finally goes to court. The trial.
originally to be held at the federal fevel on
charges_ of forming a criminal organization and
supoorting terrorist organizations. will now be
tried bgfore a state court on charges of
spreadmg propaganda on behalf of terrorist
orgam;aﬂons. Itis unclear whether the
author.mes will be able to substantiate their
allegations that RADIKAL itself IS a criminal

organzation under Paragrah 129 of t
penal code. . t Germaﬁ

BIOWAR IN
WINNIPEG

A report released on May 14th revealed that the
US Army staged a series of tests in Winnipeg at
the neight of the Cold War. According to the
report, which was commissioned by the American
Congress, US Army personnel in Winnipeg
released six kilograms of cadmium spray over
the city between July 7th and August 31st, 1953,
telling the city's mayor that it was testing a

727 “chemical fog" meant to protect the citizenry

-8

@ from a Soviet nuclear attack.

In fact, the fog was a simulated germ-warfare
attack; in other words the technology being
tested was not to protect anyone, but to figure
out how to davelop biological weaponry for the
Pentagon.

Zinc cadmium sulfide, the chemical that caused
the fog, is known to cause cancer, yet the
committee of scientists who revealed the true
nature of <he tests claims that a mere six kilos
isn't enouqn to hurt anyone. Perhaps this finding

is related to the fact that their entire report was

paid for by ... the Pentagon! That is to say, the

. Same government body which could find itself on

: @:} the 'wrong end of a nasty fawsuit were the tests
found to have harmed anyone...

-dntt
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McVictory! The McLibel defendants, Dave Marris an.

wrong with McDonald's”,

d Helen Steel, after the verdict, continue to teil the world “What's

McLibel Two fight on

It’s official! McDonald’s causes cruelty ro animals,
untruthfully promotes its food as nutritious, pays
low wages, and exploits children through its

had failed to prove there was a
serious nisk of fgod poisoning

advertising.
@ Albert Beale

The judge’s verdict, after 314
days of the record-breaking
libel case brought against
London Greenpeace
campaigners Helen Steel and
Dave Mormis, was that
McDonald’s had been
“detamed” by some of the alle-
gations in the London Green-
peace "What's wrong with
McDcnald's?" factsheet. But he
also ruled that several of the
maost brting cnuicisms in the Jeaf-
let had been proved to be true.
McDonald's was guick 1o clam
victcry from the verdict, whicn
awarcec them damages for having
been i.petiec by (scme ofi the
leafiei. But Dave and Helen had
SI0GC Lp 10 the trreats of one of
the Mest MiIQICus cerooratcns In
the werid, and had usec the
cpporiumity of tne tnal to spreag
the cezate about MzDonald's as
neve- Sefore. Given the circum-
stances of therr Cavic anag Goiath
strug s« (detencing themselves
witnou! lawyers @zainst a company

putt
case o have survivec the legal
case «~iac, et aicne to have won

g miliiens ©f pouncs into the *

place they were refused a jury, on
the grouncs that the case was
100 complex for a jury to handle.
Then the judge ruied that both
Helen and Dave had some resp-
onsibihty for the publication of the

facisheet and could therefore be
prosecuted. It wasn't legally nec-
essary 10 show that they had any
specific nvolvement with its pro-
duction or distribution — if it had
been, the case might well have
faiien at the first hurcle — but only
that they were part of the London

' Greenceace group which pub-
lished it, anc generally supported
the campargn.

Cnce the jucge decided that
Dave and Helen had been in-
volved in publication, ang that
some allegaticns In the factsheet
were nceed Jefamatory, the onus
was ¢n them o justity the allega-
ticrs By bnnging evigence to show
that they were true. McDonaid's
Gicn't have to orove that the alle-
gations were taise. Where the
Jjuaoe rulec i McDcnald's favour,
it goesn’t necessarily mean that
he :hougn: riey had proved the
altegations falsc, only that Helen
anc Dave hacn't been able 1o
substanuaie them.

Not legally substantiated

fri
u
d

om ea:ing the company's proc-
cts — even though the factsheet
i¢ not make sucn a S.am.

Aithough McDonald’s nac acit-

ted a numter of food porsoning
incidents resulting from its pred-
ucts, the judge said scme cases
were inevitable because it was
impassibie tc eiminate ali conta-
minat:or: however good hygiene
systems were.

McGuilty nonetheless
But the points which McDonalc's

definitely lost were very significan

1.
Accerding to the judge: “{th2

allegaticn that McDoralc'sj are
culpabiy responsible for cruel

practices in the reanng and
siaughier of some of the animaic
which are used to produce their
fecod is justified. true in substance

anc in fact”.

The judge said that some of
McDonald's acvertisements and
literature have claimed positive
nutritional benefits for their food
which was not matched by reality.
And he cecided that the evicence
did show that McDonald's cus-
tomers who eat there several
times a week over many years,

take them 1o McDonac 'z and
thereby o 1ake therr cw— custom

to MgDona:d's, This s —age easier
by children's greater susceptibility
to advemsmg, which s argely why

MgDonalc's adveruses :5 them
Guite so much.”

Unsurpn:mgly. par: ¢ the ver-
cict was that McCona.c = “does
Pay as workers low wagss, thereby
heiping to ceoress wax: =< for
HOrKkers in the catering ~z=e”,

Eut even here, in tne ;: ‘o on
empioymen: Practices. me -udge
founc thar McDonald = been
aefameq. He said thar
McD wasg “strongly an:
:’my icea of unionisatior - they did
nct have a Policy of pr= NG
uMicnisation™ — permags ‘he n:ar
i0:al iack of unions 1n tzZeonald's
270unG the worid 15 3 cz.rzigence!

2uc to

Not liars
A sigrificart compiicat e~ the
case was Dave ang Hee- s
Counter-ciaim for gefame:.on
&3anst McConalc's. Bei
1731 McD issued press s
¢ ang .eaflets ¢ tne.
273 i Britain, saying 1~z

S were liars.

e judge aecigec that me two
hac indeec been defamex
accecting tha: they
a ihe ctatements n the ¢,
wEere lrve even if, i the

COLOR RONALD...

(8

<

“McGUILTY"

view, some of them weren‘t. But
he ruled that this defamation waz
covered by “qualified priviiege”,
in that McDonalds' was resp-
onding to attacks on them in
material put out by the McLibel
Support Campaign. So Helen and
Dave didn‘t win their counter-
claim even though McDonald's
tailed in their attempt to prove
them to be liars.

As Dave and Helen asked at
the press conference after the trial,
why is there no concept of legal
priviiege allawing ordinary people
to defend themselves against the
attacks on their well-being by com-
panies like McDonaid's? Indeed
the two will be appealing to the
European Court of Human Rights
over the way that libel laws in
Britain can be used by unac-
countable corporations to try to
suppress crticism of them.

Damages
Each of the two companies cen-
cerned (McDonald's US and
McDonald's UK) was awarded
£30,000 damages in respect of
those accusations which Helen
and Dave had nat. legally, justified.
Sut they say they won't pursue the
two for the money. This makes
sense given that £€0.0C0 is for
VO #al amount — and given
that these 15 of Dave or
Helen being either wiling or able

r\eDa

ng cnar

10 pay it.

There has as vet been no award
of costs: McD coulc ask the coun
to award them some, but since,
agawmn, Helen anc Dave couldn't
(and wouldn't) pay them any, it
seems likely that they won't bother.

So far there is no sign of any
imjunctions to try to stop distnbu-
tion of the current version of the
“Wn

his Mgt also show some
2/ good sense on
onald's part.

The campaign goes on
Meanwhiie on Saturcay, 21 June,

's Wrong with McDonald's?”

over 500 branches of McDonaid’s

acrass Britain and in many other
countnes were leafletted as part
of the “Victory Cay of Action”.

The wcrid-wide campaicn aganst

McDonaic's treatment of animals,

chilgren. its workers, its customers

and the environment gces on. A
week of action is glanned for
11-18 Ccteber. with 18 Octocer
being UN World Food Day and
Worlc Anti-McDonaic's Day.

Contac:: MclLitei Supeont
Camgaign, 5 Caleconan Fa.
Longen N1 GDX ftelfax 44 171
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by TOM TOM

ORROW

THIS MODLEN WORLD

/M THE LATE 1980°S, A SMALL GRouP OF ALTivists
STARTLD HANDING QUT ANTI- MDOMALD'S PAM-
PHLETS IN LONDaN..,

& ¢ S i
some of the arguments, means “encouraged by [McD's| advertis-

Charges in the leafie: which had
not — in the judce's view — been
subs:antiated incluged those of

MEDONALY'S RESPONDED il TwE owLY
LOGICAL MOMMNER-- BY WIRING SEVIN O1F:
FIRSRT PRIVATE INYESTIGATORS Ta
INFILTRATE TaL GRouP (wWHicH APPARENT
LY UAD ARCGUND FIFTEEN MEMBERS AT ANY
GIWVEN NME..)

[

that the victory Is indeed Helen
and Cave's.

“EXPLOITS WORKERS WITH L3W WAGES
AND LoMG HOURS... TREATS LIVESTKK
INHUMANELY. . SELLS UNMEALTAY Foob..”

Refused a jury

The peculiarities of British libel
law meant the cards were
stacked against Dave and Helen
from the beginning. In the first

responsibility for destruction of
rainforests and starvation in the
third world. Much of the judge’s
reasoning here related to the pre-
cise definion of “rainforest™, and
10 the indirect nature of the links
between the meat industry and
starvation. These indirect links
were not, he ruied, enough to jus-
ufy the factsheet's specific ink
between McDonald’s and thirg
worlg hunger.

The jugge also said that the
proporticn of recycied paper in

“Given the circum-
stances of their
David and Goliath
struggle, to have
survived the legal
case intact, let

ing”, increased their nsk of serious
diseases. But he said that the rei-
evant section of the facisheet cic
unjustly aefarme McDonaic's

MDANALD'S FINALLY WoN, of (0uRSE.. BuT
TAAHKS To T4E PuBLICITY GEMERATED BY
TUEIR LAWSUIT, A PAMPHLET WHICH MIGHT
HAYE REACKED 100 PESPLE AT BEST HAS
BEEN READ BY AMILLIONS ALl ARoumD
T 6LO8E...

TALY ALSQ SUED Two OF TuE ACTINISTS faR

LIBEL, 1N WMAT WAS 1o 3E(cMEL THE LONGEST
ARD  MAT EXPENSINE--AND, WE SUSPECT, Nl
MOST LUDICROUS -- TRIAL IN BRITagH WIsSTORY .

O e - H tal
alone to have Won McDonaic's ;.Jackagmg\ was.small because many of the people l' e T4B1S RIGMT-HIGH FAT, AIGH SUGAQ,
but nevertheiess significant”, so leaflet was addressed to cicn’t Lew FIBER FoOD 15 ACTuALLY QUATE WARM T, PEN-
some of the argu- they were unjustly cefamed by the eat there often enough to suffer GooD FoR You! '::‘“‘ 'f,""’vf; oeR ﬁ::,': ‘fn “:L
g "y oN v
ments, means statement that “only a tiny propor- the ill effects! i ol et Sl 1 e R
. - tion™ was recycled. The judge also found that oF CLOWNS ARE 1N] [$3 FAST (I'LL
that the VICtOl ) 1S On food porsoning, the judge ~McConald's advertising and mar- CHARGE AT WlCxLY L\A:El ;du’“ ¢
WHEAD SPIN .

indeed Dave and
Helen’s.”

ruled that the defencants had
beiled McDenald's since they

keting is in large part cirected at
chidren, with 3 view !0 them pres:
suring or pestenng their parents to

—— W13 WA

R
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The Missing Link is Found

Cynthia White was the key witness in the govern-
ment’s traudulent trial of Mumia Abu-Jamal in 1982,
White was the onlv witness wno testified to seeing
Mumia with a gun in his hand. No other witnesses saw
that. Itisalso interesting that the other witnesses who
saw Cynthia White that evening, ail slace her at a dis-
tance from the incident in a piace where she could not
have seen what happened.

Mumia’s lawyers would very much like to talk to
Cynthia White todav. They would like to ask her what

~really happened. Bug, like so much of the government’s
case against Mumia. she has simplv disappeared.

Pamela Jenkins Comes Forward

Now we know a lot more about Cynthia White and
why she testified falsely against Mumia. A new witness.
Pamela Jenkirs, has come forward :0 provide the missing
link in the chain of evidence against the poiice.

Pamela Jenkins was working 2s a teenage prostitute
in the early 80s and knew Cynthia White weil. Pamela
also knew a lotof Phully cops well. [n fact, one of them,
Otficer Thormas Ryan, was her toy friend at the time.
Jenkins has now given a sworn statement that Ryan
asked her to testify against Mumia and to falsely iden-
tify Mumia as the shooter, in soite of the fact that she
wasn't even at the scene. She also states that Officer
Rvan paid her S130 to help find White, and that the
police put pressure on White to iie at Mumia's trial.

Should we believe Pamela Jenkins after all these
years? Well the government has recently used her as a
star witness in the police corrupuon cases in Phiiadel-
phia. For example, she revealed how Philly cops used
her to provide fraudulent evidence to ootain the mur-
der conviction of Raymond Carter. She testified that
Officer Thomas Rvan paid her $300 to testify against
Carter.

As the -esult
o jaii, and Ry

Officer Ryan went
Tan cdav — one

of at least 137 persons released so far in Philadelphia’s
continuing police frame-up scandal.

PamelaJenkins has joined the courageous Veronica
Jones. in coming forward to tell the truth about the
frame-up of Mumia Abu-Jamal. Docs the government
now want to claim that their own kev witness in the
39th Precinct scandal has suddenly become urbpeliev-
able because she has now spilled the beans on the
Mumia case?

And Where is Cynthia White Today?

It seems that anly the police know where Cynthia
White is, and they aren’t saying. After testifving for
the prosecution in Mumia's frame-up, Cynthia White
continued to work the streets under police protection
Following Mumia’s conviction, she was arrested nu-
merous times for prostitution, only to have the charges
dismissed, or an easy plea bargain worked out. She had
areal “Get Out of Jail Free” card!

Then in 1987 she got into serious trouble and was
arrested for robbery. A judge was about to hold her
without bail, when Philadelphia homicide detective
Douglas Cuibreth suddenly appeared in the courtroom
with an unusual request. He asked Judge Charles J.
Margiotti to release Cynthia White on her own signa-
ture because “she was a Commonwealth witness in a
very hugh profiie case.”

So Judge Margiotti just iet her go, and she has net
been seen since. She did not appear for her court date
on the robbery charge, so there is a warrant outstand-
ing. But the Phillv police have no interest in finding
her. They nave never listed her on the NCIC, the fed-
eral goverament’s computer list of wanted criminals
If she gets picked up in another state, her name will
not appear and sae will not be in danger of being extra-
dited 0 Phiiadelphia where she might become avail-
atle ma’s defense team.

SCURCES. Press conferonce ath Pamela JerAns. and count mecorm's

Am yourself with the truth. Get the full set of Mumia Fact Sreets from your local Free Mumia Ceaiition or from Refuse & Resist!

Refuse & Resist!

(215) 552-8548

P.O. Box 34117, Philadelphia. PA 19101

10 THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW
ABOUT PRISONS IN THE U.S.

L There ure over one million people in US prisons today.

19

A 1992 figure for the US imprisonment rate was 332 per 100.000 people. [n recent vears. the

US has had the highest incarceration rate in the world and Calfifornia alone now has the
highest incarceration rate at more than 626 per 100.CG0.

3 One of 3 African Amencan men in the US will go to prison in their lifeumes. This tigure doey

notinclude jail. parole. or probation.

4. Women are the fastest growing sector p.t‘ the prison population.

S The US currently cages more people of color per capita than any other nation.

6. {t costs mmore 10 send a person 1o prison for a year than to Harvard University foc a year.

7. The prison system is not tilted with violent and dangerous people: the majonity of people are

being sent to prison for drug charges and acts which involve no violence whatsoever.

8. Private corporations sucn as Eddie 3auer aad Lexus Cars empioy prisca

£ 13kas P

are lorbidden by law to unionize or strike: they are not protected by minimum wage law~ for
the Fair Labor Standards Act: and they cannot voice complaints or even refuse to work

without recaiving severe retaliation.

9. Conditions in US prisons have been repeatedly condemned by 2roups such as Amnesty

International and Human Rights Warch.

10.  Healthcare tor prisoners is practically nonexistant. It is common practice for prisoners (0 he
outright denied medical examinations and trzatments.

Contrarv 0 what the government and mass media iczd one (o beiieve, sources such as
the Uniform Crime Report and the Sourcebook of Criminal Justice Staiistics (BIS
1993) confirm that there has been no increase in the crime rate. Yet the imprisonment
rate has more than tripled and expenses for criminal “justice” have increased six-teld.

This is evidence that caging more and more
people for longer does not reduce crime.

Fucts compiled by the Prison Aciivint Resource Center 1n cimperation sith Obeehin Action Agaunst Prisuns
\RC 0ANP

PO Box 139
Betkeley CA 9701

PO Buv 2337
Obeclin OH B

|’

Wa are part of a growing movement of small unlicensed ra-
dio stations around the world defying the government and
corparate monopoly of the alrwaves. The trite top 40 music
and nationally syndicated news fluff that you hear on the
radio comes from stations who only care about pleasing thelr
advertisers. Radio Mutiny is the voice of the real people of
Philadelphia. Our DJs play anry music they want - not what
the record companies are pushing this week. You'll

hear news, opinions and imterviews
that you definitely won't hear
anywhere else on the dlal

WPPR i3 an antkprofit,
all volunteer collective
made up of your neigh-
bors. Join us in taking
back the airwaves! if
you would like to have
your own show, help
out the station, or want
more information, drop
us a line at 4116 Chester
Avenue, Box 238, Philadel
phia, PA 19104. You can leave
us a message in our voicemail at
569-2477 box 6. Your dial was made
for revolution!
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anarchist black cross

C€ZECH ANARCHIST MILITANT ARRESTED - SOLIDARITY URGENTLY NEEDED

Monday, July 7th old anarchist militant Vaclav Jez was arrested in the
Moravian town of Blansko, in the Czech Republic, on double “attempted
murder” charges and “keeping illegal arms”. On Saturday, July 6, Vaclav
was attacked by two nazi-skinheads while destroying some anti-anarchist
slogar.\s, sprayed by local fascists. Two nazis attacked him brutally with
clear intention to injure or even kill him. Vaclav drew an illegally owned
gun started shooling in self-defense. One bonehead was hit in the shoulder,
the other escaped. Police immediately accused Vaclay, claiming that well-
known Blansko nazi skinheads were just “ordinary youngsters” accidental-
ly passing by and that the street fight was incited by Vaclav himself. A dis-
rict judge sentenced him to prefiminary custody awatting trial. Vaciav is
facing 15 years on attempted murder charges and 5 years for his illegally
owned gun. The situation is complicated by the fact that Vaclav was sen-
tenced, approx. one year ago, to 2 years conditionally for refusing to serve
“civil service” (instead of “normal” military service).

Vaclav 15 one of the most active militant anarchists in Czechoslovakia and
a well-known anti-fascist activist. He was framed 1n 1995 by the Special
Anti-extremist Secret Police, who arrested him at the f\/[d\‘dd\/’ demonstra-
tion in 1995 and accused him of “verbal assault on Police officer”. Vaclav
spent 5 months i jail and was freed only due to an anarchist public protest
campaign. He was beaten by the police dunng interrogation who wene

demanding the names of Czech anarchist militants. The false charges,
against him are another attempt to silence him.

Because legal assistance is extremely expensive in the Czech republic, *
we urgently ask anarchists all over the world to help us provide a good
lawyer for Vaclav. Because he is a “recidivist” according to the law and
this is already his fifth accusation, he can be sentenced to “extraordinary
punishment”, which means 25 years or more.

Send protest lelters to your local Czech embassy
demanding the dropping of charges against Vaclav.

FOR MORE INFO:
Czechoslovak Anarchist Federalion
PO BOX 5
15006 Prague 56, Czech republic
<caf-inter@usa.net>
Worker's Solidarity Alliance/IWA,
Neither East Nor West
339 Lafayette 5t, Room 202
New York, NY 10012
TIf: 212-979 8353

Consulate of the Czech Republic
10990 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1100
Los Angeles, CA 90024
Ph: 310473-0889 Fax:310-473-9813

Commerdial Office of the Czech
Embassy, New York
1109-1111 Madison Ave.,

New York, N.Y. 10028
Ph: 212-717-5643  Fax: 212-717-5064

SPRING BREAK 98 - JERICHO MARCH
MARCH ON THE WHITE HOuUsE TO FRrReE ALL UNITED STATES
PouTical PRISONERS & PRISONERS OF WAR

FrRiDAY MARCH“27, 1998

vrvaik: LUUMAN ABDULLAH STILL IN ISOLATION

In Resistance #8 e reported on the situation of LuQman
Abdullah, who was being held al the Supermaximum Control Unit in
Waynesburgh, PA. He was placed in admimstralive custody in August
based on fabricated charges of an anonymous note threatening a guard
and his family. He was placed there by the Department of Corrections to
make it impossible to make parole. LuQman is active in the struggle
against control units and the death penalty.

Since the last issue, Luqman was transferred to State Correctional
Institution - Dallas and upon arrival there was placed in general popula-
tion. The next morning while in the medical clinic, Lugman was informed
that he had to be intarviewed by the Program Review Committee (PRC)
to determine his placement status. Alter hearing the PRC told him that
they were placing him on Administrative Control status in the Restricted
Housing Unit (RHU), due te his past history.

LuQman requests that people write to superintendent David
Larkins and demand that he be released from isolation because there is no
justifiable reason why he is being punished twvice for past incidents which
he served time for in the RHU at other prisons. Lugman seeks release to
general population in order to prepare for parole and the opportunity to
earoll in the prisons’ educational programs.

PLEASE WRITE TO THE ADDRESS BELOW AND ASK THAT
LUQMAN BE PLACED IN GENERAL POPULATION:

SCI-Dallas
3 %% Drawer K
- = Dallas, PA 18612-0286

=} SEND LETTERS OF SUPPORT TO
\ | LuQman Abdullah

3y (s/n Leonard Hayes)

N Ay-7648

Drawer K

1 Dallas, PA 18612-0286

ALERT INITIATED BY
Launcaster ABC
POB 891
Lancaster, PA 17608
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The call was initiated by Jalil Bottom and the day was chosen because;
* It's a business day, so the protest will be heard by all.
* Spring break will be in effect on both coasts.
* The PG-RNA will be convening Nation Day "98
in D.C. during the weekend of March 27-29.

A number of organizations and colleges have already
pledged buses and Jericho 98 Committees are forming.

For more info;

N.A.L.F.
P.O. Box 340084
Jamaica, NY 11434
(718) 949-5153

Safiya A. Bukhari
P.O. Box 650 R.N.A. Embassy - NY
NY, NY 10009 P.O. Box 330467

(212) 928-4249 ext.2 Brooklyn, NY 11233

Pouiticar HiPHoOP BAND CRITICAL MASS 1S ORGANIZING
A JERICHO '98 TOUR TO PROMOTE AND FUNDRAISE FOR THE MARCH.
TO ORGANIZE A SHOW IN YOUR AREA AS PART OF THE TOUR cONTACT NYABC.

- Ny L7
DY




AUsTRALIA Backs DOwN AFTER DETAINING
LoreNzo Kom'Boa ERrvi

QOn Tuesday, July 8th, Kom'boa was
taken into custody by Dept. of
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs offi-
cials in Brisbane, Australia for not
being "of good character,” despite
having already been allowed to enter
the country and beg(n a speaking tour.

The tour, sponsored by the anarchist
group Angry People, is continuing. The ’
state backed down after legal challenges, bad i
press and international protest forced the government to release Kom'boa
from prison, pay his legal costs and grant him a 90-day visa. Kom’boa had
been roughed up by authorities and detained at Brisbane's (maximum
security) Sir Arthur Gorrie Center to await deportation.

Kom’'boa was released after international protest of his arrest and after
objections to Kom’boa's imprisonment were raised by his lawyer, Mr
Terry Fisher, who also represents the Sinn Fein leader, Mr. Gerry Adams,
who was refused an entry visa. He argued that Kom'bea had not been
accorded “natural justice” because he had alreadv been approved for
entry by Immigration officials but, was later arrested after the government
claimed he was a threat because he had not properly filled out his visa
application.

Prime Minister John Howard was quoted in various Australian news-
papers (The Age, Svdney Morning Herald, etc.) as stating that Kom'boa is
attempting to ignite racial tension in Australia.

Despite the fact that Kom'boa has visited and lectured in 20 countries
since being released from jail, where he spent 15 years as a political pris-
oner, reactionary government officials deemed him “undesirable” because
of his conviction for highjacking a plane to Cuba at age 19. At the time ,
Komi'boa, now 50, was trying to escape the KKK and polit > who were try-
ing to kill him due to his activities as a civil rights activist and Black
Panther in the south. His freedom from prison, where he was one of the
“Nlarion 8" was secured after an international outcry over the racism
involved in his case. The campaign was led, in part, bv the aborigine pop-
ulation in Australia.

The arrest and treatment of Kom'boa in Australia backfired, exposing,
the white supremacist nature of the government. The real threat for the
government was that Kom’boa would be sharing his experiences and
thoughts wilh Aborigine and other oppressed Australians.

Before his arresi, he was quoted in the Brisbane press as saying there
were frightening sinularities belween Black people in the US and
Australian Aborigines, with both groups suffering from poverty and high
imprisonment rates.

On July 10th, there were protests at the immigration dept. and high
ceurtin Brisbane. About 150 demonstrators assembled at the immigration
dupartment office in Brisbane, where several people spoke and a state-
ment from Kom'boa was read out. The protest at the immigration depart-
ment turned into a march through the city mall, where there was a bit
more speaking, then on to the lugh court. There were also demonstrations
in Sydney and Melbourne, New York and Atlanta as well as in quite a few
other cities around the world.

An application for Lorenzo's release and a new visa was heard bv the
high court. The immigration department's case seemed to be a bit shaky,
so they adjourned the hearing until the next day. '

On Fri, July 1lth, the court hearing started. The high court in
Canberra/Brisbane granted Lorenzo Kom'boa Lrvin bail. He has been
released from jail but, the immigration department will apply to the court
to have him deported. e was given a questionnaire to fill out by the gov-
ernment to determine if he is of “good character.”

Despite the clumsy efforts of the racist government, Lorenzo Kom'boa
Ervin has resumed his speaking tour. On July 18, he spoke to a full house
at The Settlement, a couple of blocks away from The Block, in Redfern, a
stomping ground for the Australian indigenous political movement.

The groups sponsoring the tour have been inundated with letters of
support from the U.S., Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa and elsewhere.

Kom'boa's writings on the ABC helped resurrect the ABC movement
in the United States and elsewhere. His Drart Proposal for an Anarchist
Black Cross, written while he was still in prison, critiqued racism in the
movement and offered suggestions for how to support the Black prison
struggle. He also wrote Anarchism and the Black Liberation Struggle and
an autobiography, Years of Struggle, Years of Death.

Since this came out , Lorenzo finished his speaking tour which
apparantly was a huge success largely because of t‘he attentnqn
his case generated in the media. Lorenzo is out of jail now again,
thanks to the barrage of pressure from supporters around the
world that was put on the Australian state to free him and allow him
to resume his tour. We should replicate this sort of pressure
elsewhere as well!

MAROCON RUSSELL SHOATS NEEDS MEDICAL ATTENTION

Maroon Russell Shoats has been having problems with his leftarm for
the past month or so. It look weeks of pressuring the prison to send a doc-
tor to examine him. After two different types of medication which did
nothing to relieve the constant pain, Russell was told that he has shingles
in his left arm, a reactivation from a childhood Chicken Pox virus.

Russell requested further in-depth tests to determine why he cannot get
rid of the constant pain and to determine the exact cause. The doctor denied
hus request and gave him lots of tylenol and told him he would see him in a
month.

Russell is asking people to write/call/fax SCI Greene and the
Commissioners office and request that he be given proper and in depth
medical treatment. He fears that his condition could lead to permanent
nerve damage in his arm.

CALL/WRITE/FAX! WRITE:
Comumissioner Martin Hom Maroon Russell Shoats
P.O. Box 598 AF-3855

Camp Hill, PA 17001-0598
Phone: (717) 975-4859
Fax: (717) 974-0132

1040 E. Roy Furman Hwy
Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090

ALERT INITIATED BY:
Lancaster ABC-5G
PO. Box 891
Lancaster, PA 17608

Acting Superintendent Ben Vamer
1030 E. Roy Furman Hwy.
Waynesburg, PA 15370-8089
phone: 412-852-2902

?
WO 15 MARQGN RUSSELL SHOATS® Naroon Russell Shoats is a Black (New
|

1‘—\frikan) Political Prisoner of War. He was imprisoned for carrying out
actions on behalf of the Black Panther Party, as a member of the Black‘
\Liberah’on Army (BLA). ' . |
| In 1967, he was a founding member of the Black_Unity Council, A}
Philadelphia grouping that merged with the Black Panther Party in 1969.

In 1970, Maroon and five other comrades were accused of attacking a
Philadelphia police station that resulted in the death and wounding. of
police officers. This attack was carried out in response to the unjustified
| Jeaths committed by these police officers against the Black community.

For 18 months, he was aclive underground with the BLA.

Arrested in January, 1972, He has been in prison since that time serv-
\mg multiple life sentences.

|

| Excerpted from Human Rights or Control Units, Two Essays By New A frikan |
! rr/POW Maroon Russcll Shoats available from Lancaster ABC- Send $1.50
Proceeds o directly to Maroon Russell Shoats

L —




AN INTRODUCTION
% ANTI-FASCIST

FORUM

WHAT 1S ANTI-FASCIST FORUM?

Anti-Fascist Forum is an info-group which collects
and disseminates information and analysis on
fascist activity and anti-fascist resistance. Its aim
is to build anti-fascist politics into an assessment
of the ground-level situation across North
America, particularly in relation to areas where
the fascists are most organised. The availability
of information in this arena has long been
monopolized by lobby groups, pro-state and
state-funded/privately-financed elements who
have been quite clear about where their liberal
sympathies lie at the end of the day. Cataloging
the daily habits of fascists or pressuring the law
to curb ‘hate-crimes' may put food on the table
for some, but we would rather encourage the
growth of anti-fascist action towards ending the
extreme-right's exploitation of social and
economic conditions. The building of active
resistance and influencing fresh left-wing
alternatives to the false solutions of the extreme
right are part of what we.see being tied in with
this spread of information and strategy. By the
militants, for the militants.

We don't believe that selling papers or holding
meetings replaces action. Far from it. But there
is a need now for the militants to establish their
independence from the liberal elements and
realign themselves to tackle fascism head-cn.
Fascist leadership in North America has made
considerable attempts to move their operations
off the streets and into the mainstream
throughout the past few years; a direct result of
anti-fascist strength in the area. These moves on
their behalf are a clear decision against publicly
offering themselves up as potential targets for
anti-fascists during the present frame. However,
on all fronts they are shirking confrontations
today in order to build the support they'll need
for the inevitable clashes of tomorrow.
Currently, we are seeing a growing

convergence of the far-right as various elements
are consolidating with the aim of building a mass -
based movement. During this phase, anti-fascists
should be actively building their own strategies
and political relevance to counter the influence
of the far right on all levels. Anti-Fascist Forum
can play its part in this ongoing development by
encouraging discussion of formulas which will add
up to action and by circulating otherwise
unavailable information.

BUILDING AN INFORMATION NETWORK

At this current stage, we are building on already-
existing resources and contacts to effectively
network with a number of organisations and
individuals who conduct the same level of work
from the militant perspective. Through the
existence of a formalized network, discussion of
tactics, strategies and theory combined with a
practical exchange of information can provide a

boost to strest-based initiatives everywhere, At
the same time, such a network would serve to
challenge and counter the currents of fascist as
well as conservative Left structures. Anti-Fascist
Forum aims to build upon a communication
network via electronic and print-published media
amongst mi_litam anti-fascist initiatives across
North America and Europe. Qur initial efforts will

be published through a magazine series and
ever-increasingly over the internet.

‘website is continually updated to provide tir_nely
anti- fascist news, articles and links to archived
material and other resources.

ENDING THE ISOLATION OF THE MILITANTS
The prime aim in setting up this projectisto SR
create a forum by which to bridge the gap
between various militants and contribute towards
ending their isolation. In doing so, we end our
own isolation. Throughout recent history, anti-
fascist activity has come from scattered
groupings or from elements lumped within
broader Left coalitions. Experience on the
ground has taught us that a militant tendency
must organize itseif and call its own shots. Some
anti-racist lobby-groups and organisations take
their lead from government grants and achieve
nothing more than weakly defending the status
quo. This does not constitute militant anti-
fascism. In North America, Anti-Fascist Forum has
taken the initiative in attempting the creation of a
networking forum for genuine anti-fascist
militants and their supporters. This will grow
alongside and complement the growth of anti-
fascist action.

Some of this news was taken from Arm the Spirit.
Arm The Spirit is an autcncmist/anti-imperialist
information collective hased in Toronto, Canada.
Our focus includes a wide variety of material,
including political prisoners, naticnai liberation
struggles, armed communist resistance, anti-
fascism, the fight against patriarchy, and more.
We regularly publish our writings, research, and
translation materials in our magazine and bulletins
called Arm The Spirit. For more information,
contact:

ANTI-FASCIST FGRUM RESOURCES

Antifa Forum, the publication of Anti-Fascist
Forum, strives to provide an in-depth mix of
information, research and aralysis on fascism
and the fight against it. Each issue is structured
around current themes and historical lessons
ralevant to frontline anti-fascist activists. Further
AFF publications, leaflets and resources are aiso
available through the magazine. Qur AFF

Arm The Spirit P.Q. Box 8326, Stn. A Toronto,
Ontario M5W 1P7 Canada

E-mail: ats@etext.org WWW:
http://burn.ucsd.edu/~ats FTP: fip.etext.org -->
/pub/Politics/Arm.The.Spirit

STOP THE CASSINI

. MISSION
With it’s 72.3 Ibs. of Plutonium

Stop the militarization and nuclearization of Space

The Cassini Mission is the #1 censored story on Earth. At 3:38AM
on Monday. October 6th. 1997, from launch complex #40 at the
Cape Canaveral Air Station. a spacecraft called Cassini is slated to
littoff. On board. Cassini will be 72.3 Ibs. of the deadliest substance
known. Plutonium. [nhaling less than 27 millionths of a gram of
Plutonium will give you lung cancer, NASA estimates that in a
worst case scenario S of the 6 billion people on Earth could be

Killed! But, Cassini can be redesigned to use solar power and
long-lived fuel celis.

Rally against censorship at The New York Times

is on August 6th from noon-3pm

Rallies to Stop Cassini will also be held
Rally at the White House on Sept. 28th and
finally at Cape Canaveral (if still necessary) on

October 4th starting at 2pm. _
Acuvists and volunteers are needed!  For more information contact
LOVEARTH (718)426-3361. Visit their web site at www.lovearth.org


http:ftp.etext.org
http://burn.ucsd.edu/-ats
mailto:ats@etext.org

calendar

= gvents marked with a = are taking place not in
Phill

tiny things are "backwards" on the time line (of historical
nature) . quite large things we believe may take
place "forwards" (ie. in the future) along the time

line. WRITTEN WITH THESE
LETTERS ARE RECURRING EVENTS
EITHER SIDE OF "NOW" . Please be

aware of the trouble you may cause by visiting
events to the left of "now".

ongoing happenmgs:

Radio Mutiny, WPPR broadcasts on 91.3FM
broadcasts Wednesday thru Sunday from 6:30
till midnight and some mornings at 7:30AM
(yikes!y Commercial free and revolutionary,
WPPR broadcasts via microtransmitter to West
Philly. write:4116 Chester Ave., Box 238,
Philadeiphia , PA 19104. Leave a message at
£69-2477 box 6.

Bocks Through Bars packs up book to
send to orisoners free of charge every first and
third Tuesday of the month , 7:30PM at the A-
Soace (4722 BaltimoreAve. in West Philly)
rood Not Bombs volunteers start
assembling food packages at 10AM . Produce
and Bread give-away happens at 4PM

Anti Racist Action meets second and last
Sunday of the month at the A-Space.

Sunday Brunch happens every Sunday at
noon till we're out of food at Squirrel Squat ,
located at 4818 Baltimore Ave. in West Philly
Refuse and Resist meets every Tuesday at
the Last Drop which is at 13th and Pine
International Concerned Family and
Friends of Mumia Abu Jamal meet
Thursdays at the Urban Education Building at
4601 Market St. at 7PM

Philly Squatters Aid will meet Thursdays at
5PM at Squirrel Squat, 4818 Baltimore Ave.
Here is where to find information on squattable
houses, legal and practical information on
squatting and maybe meet someone with whom
to move in with.

Street movies happen every Friday
[comewhere
‘iACT UP meets Monday night at the Church of
ithe Epiphany 300 S. 13th at 7PM phone : 731-
11844

Critical Mass bike rides happen every last
‘riday of the month. Please do come and feel
free to bring bells, horns and flyers to pass
around. Don't forget your bike! Last Friday of
every month - 5:30 PM West side of City Hall
{new focation) 15th and Market

«~Save the NYU Chimps from
vivisectors! Demonstrations every Monday
this summer, 11:30 AM -1:30 PM at Bobst
Library, Wash. Square SE corner of the park in
MYC- cancelled only for heavy rain.

August &

=18,19,20 CHILDREN'S CRUSADE TO
DEATH ROW

A march from New Meadow Run Bruderhof to
Death Row , SCI Greene, Waynesburg, PA For
more info call : (412)328-857C

20 Report from Chiapas 7:3C at the A-
Space :

21 1831 Nat Turner leads slave rebellion in Virginia

1971 Panther George Jackson assasinated, San Quentin
Prison Califernia. :

292 Scribe Street Movie featuring the
shorts: | Do What | Do, More Than Property,The
Dance Of Aunt Ida Lee and the feature:
MOTV(My Own TV) by Ayoka Chenzira, A
modarn uroan love story. 8:30PM at Habitat for
Humanity, 4948 W. Stiles St. near
Girard/Lancaster/49th St.

o Vigil Commemorating the_ 70th
Anniversary of the execution of .Sacco
and Vanzetti in NYC 5-10PM NY Public
Library (1st St. and Fifth Ave. , island of the
Manhattoes)

- . "N’b\
23 shiatsu Cafe (free treatmenis) <rivi at
the A-Space

Potluck Benefit at the A-Space at 7:30PM
Scribe Street Movie w. the shorts:
Hairpiece, Herstory, To School or Not to Schoal
and the feature: Street Soldiers by Joe Marshall
- Marshall's Omega Boys Club works to turn the
lives of juvenile offenders in San Francisco (60
mins). 8:30 at the Winchester Community
Center 2336 N 15th St. (York) in North Philly
Crash Worship and Stinking Lizaveta
will be banging and crashing at Fakehouse (39th
and Lancaster) at 9PM
~Benefit for ABC No Rio in NYC Kopyright
Liberation Front NYC is screening the
situationist films: at 5PM and 9PM Guy Debord,
Society of the Spectacle(1973) and at 7 and
11PM Rene Vienet's "Can Dialectics Break
Bricks?" at Downtown Community Television, 87
Lafayette St.{below Canal St.), Manhattan, five
bux

25 Leonard Di Caprio Video Cafe w.
"Basketball Diaries" and Total Eclipse” 7:30PM
at the A-Space

Logical Nonsense, ZED and Burn the
Priest at Stalag 13 at 6PM
26 Refuse and Resist! plan for an
emergency response in case of Mumia's
execution and actions for Oct. 22nd (see below)
7:30PM at the A-Space -crucial meeting, don't
miss it!l
= Animal Rights Action Team Meeting
7PM at Wetlands, 161 Hudson ST., NYC 10013,
(212)966-5244 |, fax (212)966-9821

27 Urban Wild Edible Plants -‘hAwaken
our tongues, eyes and nostrils to the '
qufritionagl healin/g and subversive powers of wild

edible weeds. Besides being good for you,
they're absolutlely free. Join us for herd
walking, plant talking and wild snacking. Meet at
A-Space at 7:30
«1,2,3,3 This is a iur wa:j‘.! é\c!éontmem
vesting against Federate epartme
rSr‘tf';re's"sale of fur w. speaker JP' Goodvym
of Coalition to Abolish Fur Trade, an influential
ALF veteran, who will talk on puildinga
strategic, multifaceted camp_aign tc demolish
the fur industry.at Wetiands in NY

927 in Paris thousands turn out for vicient protests over
Sacco and Vanzetti's execution.

29 Sushi and Saki dinner 7.30 FM beneiiis
A-Space

Scribe Street Video. the shorts: Hairpiece,
The Dance of Aunt Ida Lee and the features:
Laid to Waste by Gebdrge McCullough and
Robert Bahar - A documentary about Chester
and its struggle against gnvironmental racism
(56 mins) aneZeto Streets by Daniel Bergin- A
young boy learns that dreams can lead to
creative problem solving. (30 mins) location TBA
(somewhere in Chester)

30 Pennsylvania Abolitionists meet at
noon at A-Space followed by

a Books Thru Bars Packing Party from
2PM till 10PM

A Roller Skating Fundraiser hosted by
The August 8th Justice for MOVE Committee will
take place at the Eimwood Roller Skating Rink,
71st and Eimwood Ave. in SW Philly . Tickets
cost 5 bux

31 PUNK ROCK VIDEO MARATHON
starts at 6PM bring Food and Drink to share at
the A-Space .

September

1 defenestrator open editorial
meeting. Contribute to this effont, bring flyers,
articles, newsbits, information and ideas. 7:30
PM at the A-Space

3 MOVE video night 7PM at Squirrel Squat
, 4818 Baltimore Ave

5 Riot Grrrl meeting. Images of Women /
Billboard Manipulation 7:30 PM at the A-Space

Questions? call Julie 474-6459 or Jen 927-3057
in |1 882 Sioux Chief Crazy Horse is murdered by US
soldiers


http:industry.at

‘5, 8 and 7 - Kensington Welfare
Rights Union An Organizing School Led by
the Poor. Fer additicnal information and our

mesting schedule, call 215.724-1908 box 9. |
6 in 19071 anarchist Leon Czolgosz shoots US President

McKinkiay
9 Prisoner revolt in Attica, NY . guards held hostage

11 oo Meetings to Stop the Genocide
of the Dine people at Big Mountain -
6:30 PM at Wetlands
HWREMCH IN THE WORKS DAY
The Luddite Potato riot happened today in 1812
17 Philadelphia Food Not Bombs Rat
Patrol will serve lunch in Love Park at noon in
costume to protest the City's ban on serving
fcod in Love Park. Want to be involved? beep
Tim at 577.9615
-~ Demonstration to DCemand Federal
runding For Syringe Exchange in
Washington DC - ncon at the offices of the US
Department of Health and Human Services.
Buses will be feaving from Philly. for more info
get in touch with ACT UP Philadelphia
215.731.1844. planning meeting every Monday
at St. Luke's Church, 13th and Pine ¢ Outside
Philly cortact Chris Lanierm, Natl. Coalition to
Save Lives New at 212.213.6582 ncsin@dti.ne
Affinity Groups forming ! contact Paul Davis at

215.731.1844 , box 2 or pdavis@critpath.org

" BURMA : FEISTIVAL OF SN
(YAWZ WA, G600 CF ORIWFINGS AND
FIREWORKS

c' - > 3 "
21 Ailegheny National Forest
Defenders Gathering - stop the logging of
Naticnal Ferest . for more info call (814)226-
4818 or adp@envirolink.org

20 = Rally to Stop Cassini noon to 8PM

el :’i«g

at the United Nations in NY info:718-426-5361 or

Www.lovearth.org

28 = Rally to Sto
House
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. 4 = International Demonstration to
Cancel Cassini in Cape Canaveral, FL 1PM

.On October 6th NASA plans to launch 73 punds
of deadly plutonium into space using tecrrology

prone to failure.
7 - Joe Hill , IWW crganizer was born today in 187

L2

10~ (NOIBENOUS PSODPLE'S Ay
AN ALBTERNATIVE T2
CELEBRAT ING B00# YEARS
CENOCIDE .

11-18 is a Week of Action Against
McDonalds
16 WORLD DONALUDS £i¥
CALSO UM FOI0E, DAY
17-19 ANTI-RACIST ACTION
Confaerenca. Their vearly national conierence
will take piacg in Cciurcus CH at Old Neath High
School. For informaticn or registration cail 514-
424-2074
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22 NO POLICE BRUTALITY DAY-
NAticnwide Protest on the 72nd anniversary of
the arrest of immigrant anarchists Sacce and
Vanzetti, both innccent men were executed 7
years later in 3oston.

People aif acre:ss America intend to prctest the
police siate by organizing marches. wizakouts ,
teach ins and other direct actions. Everyone is
encouraged to wear black on October 22nd in
memory of thoee who have been killed or
attacked by poiice. Your organization is invited
to endorse this action by contacting : Bay Area
October 22nd Naticnal No Police brutality Day,
3145 Geary Bivd. #12, San Francisce, CA
94118. The ST LN LIVES Project is making a
list of all the pecple who have been killed by the
police and INS from 1990 through 1997. Please
send us the name , age and date of anycne
killed by the police. CALL 1-800-882-11326
25-26 Pennsylvania's Environmental
Congress.Dickinson College in Carlisle, PA.
The Congress cco-ordinator is Susan Harrel, ¢/o
Pernsylvania Wildlife Federation, 2426 N.
Second St. , Harrisburgh, PA 17110, email:

susanh®@paonline.com

25 In 1915 gunng the Russian Revolution after orutal

repression by the 32:5:neviks . Cheka raids on Anarchist

groups and the banning of the Ararchist Cangrass by

Trotsky in June, underground ararchists retalate by

pombing Communist headguarters in Moscow.
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